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Food traditions matter 

Message from the Executive Director

Liebe Freunde,

The Germanic-American Institute (GAI) 
has come a long way since the Volksfest 
Association of Minnesota purchased the 
historic property at 301 Summit Avenue 
and created a home for German language 
and culture in Minnesota. 2024 marked the 
30th anniversary of the Germanic-American 
Institute's evolution to a 501c(3) nonprofit. 

This milestone year was one of growth for the GAI. With sold-out 
festivals and record-breaking numbers of language learners, the 
2023-24 fiscal year saw record engagement! 

The Board of Directors approved a strategic plan for 2024 - 2026, 
outlining the following priorities:

• Vision: GAI is a thriving center for intergenerational 
community, providing lifelong learning, social connection, and 
cultural engagement 

• Advocacy: Contribute to a more just society and sustainable 
planet 

• Operational Sustainability: GAI has a solid financial 
foundation to meet long-term operational needs 

The GAI will continue to grow in 2025:
• Karneval Tanzparty returns in February 
• The second annual Kabarett fundraiser will be held in April 
• GAI will host the first-ever national German immersion 

teacher conference in May 
• Updates to the GAI's historic property will enhance access, 

functionality and aesthetic appeal

We are proud of the work that the GAI community has done over 
the past 30 years to make the GAI the premiere German language 
and culture organization in North America! Thank you to our 
members, students, volunteers, donors, sponsors, and partners 
for positioning the GAI to continue to serve our community for 
generations to come.

Mit freundlichen Grüßen,

Jeana Anderson
Executive Director

FY2023-2024 Impact at a Glance
Over 18,586 people attended major festivals 
including Oktoberfest, German Film Festival, 
Christmas in Germany, Deutsche Tage, and other 
cultural/language events.

1,467 
members 
of the GAI

266 volunteers  
worked over  
5,409 hours

2 Kinderstube locations enrolled 46 children 
between 3-5 years of age. 15 % of students received 
tuition assistance scholarships totalling $13,294. 

637 adults studied German via 
a language class, immersion 
weekend, or took a Goethe 
exam. 

295 kids/teens participated 
in language learning 
camps and programs. 

92K new visitors
to our website

• The largest German Language and Culture Center in North America 
• An official Apprentice Ambassador though the U.S. Department of Labor
• The co-founder of the Twin Cities German Immersion School
• The home for the Neuss/Saint Paul Sister City Partnership

DID YOU 
KNOW THE 
GAI IS...


