[image: ][image: ]
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
   
[image: ]  
  
  
The "Germanic-American Institute"   
  

invite you to the 2nd

"Zusammen wachsen" 
 
German Immersion Education Conference 
 
by issuing this 
 
Call for Proposals  
 

Technologie und Sprachvermittlung


Die zunehmende Digitalisierung hat auch im Bereich der Sprachvermittlung und -immersion eine zentrale Rolle eingenommen. Technologien wie digitale Lernplattformen, Apps, künstliche Intelligenz und virtuelle Klassenzimmer bieten neue Möglichkeiten, den Spracherwerb zu fördern und gleichzeitig innovative Lehrmethoden zu entwickeln. Diese Konferenz soll eine Gelegenheit darstellen, aktuelle Trends, praxisorientierte Anwendungen und theoretische Perspektiven zu diesem Thema zu diskutieren.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
 
 
Submission deadline: Friday, January 30, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. Central Time 
 
 
Goal: 
 
The goal of the 2026 German Immersion Conference is to provide German immersion schools in the 
US and Canada with a platform for developing curricula and resources that empower German immersion teachers, enhancing their teaching skills. We aim to strengthen a network of German immersion educators that shares best practices, promotes the learning of the German language, and educates participants about contemporary German culture. 
 
 
GAI Mission: 
Connecting people to a broader world through German language and culture. 
 
 
GAI Vision: 
To be an international leader in welcoming people of all backgrounds to experience their shared humanity through celebration of the culture, innovation and values of the modern German-speaking world.
 
 
  
Please read the following information carefully before you submit your proposal:   
  
Proposals: German Immersion Teaching professionals from  pre-K to secondary education are invited to submit proposals. Each person may submit one (1) proposal as the lead presenter and can be listed as a co-presenter on one (1) additional proposal covering a different topic. Alternatively, individuals who are not lead presenters may be listed as co-presenters on up to two proposals. Submissions with similar titles and content featuring the same group of presenters will not be considered. All proposals become the property of the GAI.  
 	 
Copyrighted Materials: Presenters must observe copyright and trademark rules. If you plan to use copyrighted or trademarked print, digital, media or online resources, you must obtain appropriate permissions prior to submitting your proposal.    
  
  
Exhibitors and Commercial Entities  
  
GAI is committed to supporting language educators, allowing them to qualify for financial assistance from their institutions as presenters. Proposals intended to promote commercial products or services, or submitted by for-profit companies and exhibitors, will not be accepted. Please follow these guidelines  
  
Non-profit Exhibitors and Entities:  
Language educators affiliated with non-profit organizations or non-profit exhibiting companies are encouraged to submit proposals and are free to share available resources and products during their presentations.  
  
For-profit Exhibitors:  
Employees of for-profit exhibiting companies, whether full-time or part-time, are welcome to set up a demonstration and product table in a designated space for part or all of the convention  
  
For-profit Commercial Entities:  
Representatives from for-profit companies who wish to present at the Convention should reserve exhibit space and utilize the Exhibitor workshop room for their sessions, as proposals from these entities are not eligible for general submission.  
  
Independent Contractors:  
Freelance consultants, authors, contractors, or volunteers associated with a for-profit Exhibitor or entity may submit proposals, provided they do not promote commercial products or services during their sessions. This rule also applies to current classroom teachers who sell products through online marketplaces.  
Convention presentations are to remain educational and non-commercial. Presenters may not endorse or promote any commercial products, services, or companies with which they are affiliated or have a personal interest. Free resources or materials may be shared only in an independent space, separate from any commercial affiliation.  
  
  
  
 
  
  
Proposal Guidelines  
  
Submission Deadline:  
All proposals must be submitted online as a PDF by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on Friday, January 30th, 2026, in PDF.  A confirmation email will be sent within 48 hours of submission. Proposals emailed directly to GAI staff or Board members will not be accepted. Presenters will receive notification of the program committee’s decision via email by the beginning of March 2026.  
  
Proposal Specifications:  
Proposals must be submitted in either German or English and should be formatted for publication. They should be written in the third person, avoiding terms like “I,” “you,” and “we.” Accepted proposals will appear in the Online Convention Program, with GAI reserving the right to edit them if necessary.  
  
Copyright Compliance:  
Presenters are required to follow copyright and trademark regulations. If copyrighted or trademarked print, digital, or media materials are included, presenters must obtain the appropriate permissions before submitting their proposal.  
  
Exclusion of Personally Identifiable Information (PII):  
Proposals should not include any Personally Identifiable Information (PII), such as presenter names, institutions, titles (e.g., former Teacher of the Year, board member), or other identifying information. Including PII may compromise the anonymous review process and could result in disqualification.   
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED INFORMATION  
  
When completing the online submission form, you will need to provide the following information:  
  
Presenter Information:  
Please include the names, schools, affiliations, and email addresses for both the lead presenter and any co-presenters.  
  
Title:  
The title is limited to 75 characters, including spaces and punctuation. It should be written in  
English or German and reflect the content and purpose of the proposal as it will appear in the Program Guide. Titles should not be in all uppercase or all lowercase letters. If acronyms are used, spell out the full terms first, followed by the acronym in parentheses.  
  
Formats:  
All sessions will be held in person. Please select one of the following presentation formats:  
  
· Practice-Oriented Workshop:  
90-minute session, with 45 minutes allocated for practice,discussion and questions.  
Workshops can have a single presenter or a lead presenter with up to three co-presenters. 
The focus should be on engaging, interactive content that encourages audience participation.  
  
· Practice-Oriented Presentation:  
This format includes a 60-minute presentation focused on a single practical idea, with 50 minutes for content delivery and 10 minutes for discussion and questions. These sessions should emphasize specific classroom applications, activities, and techniques. Presentations are grouped into a 60-minute time slot, so respecting the time limit is crucial.  
  
· Research-Oriented Paper:  
45-minute presentation. After content delivery at least 10 minutes for discussion and questions. Proposals should explore a relevant research topic of interest to German 
Immersion language educators. Presenters should focus on results and implications for German Immersion language teaching rather than reading from the paper. Researchoriented papers are also grouped into a 45-minute time slot, so adhering to time limits is essential.  
  
  
Technical Requirements:  
Presenters are required to use battery power for their laptops, as electrical outlets will not be available. GAI does not provide laptops/computers or internet access. Additional audiovisual equipment is not permitted for electronic poster presentations, which will be displayed in a designated area within the exhibit hall.  
  
Language of Presentation:  
Presentations must be conducted in either English or German.  
  
Presenter Guidelines:  
Each presenter may submit one (1) proposal as a lead presenter and can be listed as a copresenter on one (1) additional proposal on a different topic. If you are not listed as a lead presenter on any proposal, you may be a co-presenter on up to two proposals. Submissions that feature the same group of presenters with similar titles or content will not be considered.  
  
Exclusion of Personally Identifiable Information (PII):  
Proposals should not include any PII, such as the names of presenters, institutions, titles (e.g., former Teacher of the Year, board member, organizational roles), or other identifiable information. Including PII may compromise the anonymous review process and lead to disqualification.  
  
Keyword Selection:  
Choose one primary keyword from the list below that best represents your proposal. While multiple keywords may relate to your content, select only one main keyword. If your proposal covers additional relevant keywords, incorporate them into the proposal text. This will increase the likelihood of your session appearing in program guide searches associated with those keywords.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords (select one):  
  
· Advocacy and Leadership: Creating, building, and sustaining programs; increasing enrollment; engaging politicians, communities, and stakeholders; promoting language education; fostering leadership skills.  
· Articulation and PK-16 Alignment: Program development, placement, learner retention, continuous portfolios, PK-12 and post-secondary alignment, credit recognition (AP, IB, Seal of Biliteracy).  
· Assessment, Grading, and Feedback: Formative and summative assessments, integrated performance assessment, rubrics, standards-based grading, innovative grading approaches (e.g., peer editing, ungrading).  
· Career, Community, or Global Connections: Real-world applications, career pathways, language-specific purposes, local/global community connections, service learning, study abroad, virtual exchanges.  
· Curriculum and Instruction: Backward design, instructional strategies, modes of communication, literacy, target language use, grammar in context, project-based learning, personalized learning.  
· Diverse Learners: Meeting the needs of gifted, neurodiverse, multilingual, or heritage learners; setting goals based on diverse needs.  
· Dual Language/Immersion: Designing and sustaining DLI programs, family and community engagement, academic and cultural benefits of DLI.  
· Equitable and Inclusive Practices: DEI, social justice themes, social-emotional learning, universal design, inclusive classrooms, culturally responsive practices, trauma-informed teaching.  
· Interculturality: Integrating intercultural resources, developing cultural understanding, effective interaction with diverse cultures.  
· Interdisciplinary: Integrating other subjects with language learning, cross-curricular approaches.  
· Research: Action research, quantitative/qualitative/mixed methods, SLA theories, program design, connecting research to practice.  
· Teacher Preparation and Recruitment: Pedagogy, development, mentoring for pre-service teachers, teacher pipeline, diversity, Educators Rising programs.  
· Teacher Retention and Support: Classroom management, departmental cohesion, early- career support, workload management, professional connections.  
· Technology and Digital Learning: AI, online learning, digital tools, technology integration, SAMR model, addressing ethical/academic challenges due to technology.  
 
Audience Level:  
Select the most appropriate audience level for your presentation:  
· PK-Elementary  
· PK-8  
· PK-12  
· Middle School/High School  
· High School  
· Administration  
· All Audiences  
  
Program Guide Description:  
Descriptions are limited to 350 characters, including spaces and punctuation, and should clearly align with the proposal's content and purpose. Written in English or German, the description must be in a final, publishable format, free of spelling and grammar errors. If acronyms are used, spell out the terms first, followed by the acronym in parentheses.  
  
Content and Purpose:  
Limited to 1,000 characters, including spaces and punctuation. Proposals should address the needs of today’s learners and educators by focusing on innovative programs, emerging trends in language teaching, or research-informed practices. Research-oriented proposals should include a clear description of the framework, sources, and methods. Content must be in English or German, specific, and detailed, with originality and insight. Ensure alignment with the selected keyword and audience level. This section is for review purposes only and will not be published in the final program.  
  
Outcomes:  
Limited to 350 characters, including spaces and punctuation. Outcomes should be clear, specific, measurable, and fully aligned with the proposal content. Following a "Can-do" format, list three outcomes by answering: What three things will participants be able to do after attending your presentation?  
  
Strategies for Engagement:  
This section, limited to 1,000 characters (including spaces and punctuation), applies to session proposals only. Describe the presentational modes and interactive strategies you will use to engage the audience. How will you actively involve participants to make the session interactive rather than a “sit and get” experience?  
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI):  
GAI values a diverse community of language educators with varied experiences, backgrounds, and perspectives. To promote inclusivity, submitters are encouraged to describe how their proposal incorporates DEI principles in its content focus or presenter selection, helping to foster an inclusive opportunity for all participants.  
  
Review Process:  
The GAI Review Committee, consisting of volunteer educators from various levels, will review all submitted proposals.  
    
  
Please upload your proposals here.  
 
 
To sign up for the conference, please click here. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Rubrics: Submissions will be reviewed and scored using the rubrics below:   
  
  
	 Category   
	Exceeds Expectations (4)    
	Meets   
Expectations (3)   
	Approaching   
Expectations (2)     
	Does Not Meet Expectations  
(1)   


  
	Proposal   
Title and  
Description    
	The title and program guide description are 
exceptionally wellcomposed and align precisely with the proposal’s content and objectives.  
	The title and program guide description are clearly written and align with the content and objectives.  
	The title and program guide description are adequately written, though may lack precision in alignment with content and objectives.  
	The title and program guide description are poorly written and do not align with the content or objectives.  

	Relevance of   
Proposal   
	The proposal is fully aligned with German CEFR OR ACTFL Standards and strongly supports proficiency-oriented instruction.  
	The proposal is mostly aligned with  
German CEFR OR ACTFL Standards and supports proficiencyoriented instruction  
	The proposal has some alignment with German CEFR OR  
ACTFL Standards and offers partial support for 
proficiencyoriented instruction.  
	The proposal does not align with German CEFR OR ACTFL Standards and does not support proficiency-oriented instruction.  

	Content and   
Purpose   
  
	Content and purpose are innovative and align with key trends in language education, incorporating research-based practices. They provide specific knowledge and skills to enhance teaching and learning.  
	Content and purpose are current and relevant, offering knowledge and skills to support teaching and learning.  
	Content and purpose are somewhat current and relevant, partially addressing knowledge and skills to improve teaching and learning. 
	Content and purpose are outdated or irrelevant, and do not describe specific knowledge or skills to support teaching and learning.  

	Outcomes   
	All presentation outcomes are clear, specific, and measurable, fully aligning with the proposal's content. 
	Most presentation outcomes are clear,  specific, and  measurable, generally aligning with the proposal's content.  
	Few presentation outcomes are clear,  specific, and measurable, with only slight alignment to the proposal's content.  
	Presentation outcomes are vague or nonspecific, lacking alignment with the proposal's content and may be unclear.  
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