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Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX):
 Program founded in 1983, in celebration of the 300th anniversary of the first 

German immigration to the United States
 Created to strengthen ties between Germany and the United States through 

citizen diplomacy
 Funded by U.S. Congress & German Bundestag
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All 3 CBYX Programs
www.usagermanyscholarship.org

U.S. Department of State Exchange Programs
www.exchanges.state.gov

https://usagermanyscholarship.org/
https://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/congress-bundestag-youth-exchange
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Administered by Nacel Open Door 

Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX):
 Programs administered through U.S. Department of State ECA and individual 

NGO student exchange programs:  www.exchanges.state.gov
 3 CBYX Components: www.usagermanyscholarship.org
 Young Professional  (ages 18.5-24, 75 participants, reciprocal)
 Applications due Nov 1, 2022 [Cultural Vistas]

 High School (ages 15-18.5, 250 participants, reciprocal)
 Applications due Dec 1, 2022 [AFS, ASSE, CIEE, YFU]

 Vocational (gap year, ages 18-19, 25 participants, only U.S. to Germany)
 Applications due Dec 1, 2023  [Nacel Open Door]

https://exchanges.state.gov/us
http://www.usagermanyscholarship.org/


Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
Vocational Scholarship Program 

CBYX Vocational Program Qualifications:
 Graduating high school senior (gap year program)
 18-19 years old by August 1 of departure year
 Minimum of 2.5 GPA on 4.0 scale
 U.S. Citizenship
 Previous German language study not required, but very helpful
 Willingness to spend a year in Germany, serving as a young ambassador of the 

United States 
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CBYX Vocational Program Application: Due December 1, 2023
 Student Application & Student Information Summary
 Nominator Recommendation
 Activity Supervisor Recommendation

Program overview, application instructions and forms available on Nacel Open Door 
website:  www.nacelopendoor.org/cbyx 

Selection Interview, Semi-Finalist Application: January – March, 2024

http://www.nacelopendoor.org/cbyx
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CBYX Vocational Program Includes:
The scholarship provides:
 International group flight to/from Germany
 Medical insurance
 Support from Nacel Open Door in the U.S.
 Support from Open Door International in Germany

Students provide their own:
 Domestic transportation to/from Washington, D.C.
 Personal spending money ($5,000; need-based financial aid may be 

available)
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CBYX Vocational Program Format & Timeline*
 Pre-Departure Orientation:  3 days, August, in Washington, D.C.
 Intensive German Language Course:  8 weeks, in Bonn, live with host family 
Move to long-term host family:  October, anywhere in Germany
 German High School Attendance:  3 months / through December
Mid-Year Seminar:  January, in Weimar
 Internships:  January through May
 Year-End Seminar:  May, in Berlin
 Re-Entry Workshop:  2 days, June, in Washington, D.C.

* Timeline & details subject to change!  While set in basic structure, the program varies from student 
to student in terms of host family placement, school attendance, and internships.



CBYX Vocational Program Highlights:  
Washington D.C., Weimar, & Berlin Seminars

Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
Vocational Scholarship Program 



CBYX Vocational Program Highlights:  
Local Activities & Cultural Events

Living 
with 
Host 

Families

Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
Vocational Scholarship Program 



CBYX Vocational Program Highlights:  
Language School & Internships

Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
Vocational Scholarship Program 
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CBYX Vocational Program Benefits:
 Language & cultural proficiency
 Lasting friendships:  host family, school & work friends, fellow participants
 Independence & personal growth
 Increased academic & career focus
 Job skills & work experience from internship
 Exposure to German dual education system and apprenticeship model

 Membership in CBYX Alumni Association
 Membership in U.S. Department of State Alumni Association
 Access to scholarships, career opportunities, academic journals, research & 

project grants, educational & vocational seminars
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Nacel Open Door
International Education Opportunities

www.nacelopendoor.org

 CBYX Vocational Scholarship
www.nacelopendoor.org/CBYX

 Be a Host Family
www.nacelopendoor.org/host-
families

 Be a Local Rep
www.nacelopendoor.org/lrs-and-
coordinators

https://www.nacelopendoor.org/get-involved
https://www.nacelopendoor.org/cbyx
http://www.nacelopendoor.org/host-families
https://www.nacelopendoor.org/lrs-and-coordinators
https://www.nacelopendoor.org/lrs-and-coordinators
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For more information, contact
Nacel Open Door

www.nacelopendoor.org/CBYX
CBYX@nacelopendoor.org

Program Director: Carrie Hess
Tel: 651-288-4613

Email: chess@nacelopendoor.org

http://www.nacelopendoor.org/CBYX
mailto:CBYX@nacelopendoor.org
mailto:chess@nacelopendoor.org
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